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status. Indeed, I saw those tendencies as elements of weakness in the
individuals [who had voluntarily associated themselves with such a
crowd].
To describe the DMK as the seed-bed of corruption would be to
exaggerate its "achievement." I regarded the DMK as the offspring
of the evils that had already penetrated our society. The DMK
is the distilled essence of our social weaknesses. I had clearly judged
the DMK to be the big drain in which the dirt and squalor of
individual men had accumulated. DMK men have not done anything
since to show that my evaluation is flawed. They are simply incapable
of it. They may grow bigger and they may grow stronger. They may
begin to slide down and turn turtle. These are altogether different
matters. But their nature will never change. At least some individuals
from out of that Kazhagam must in the end be enabled to find
redemption___This is what I feel about the DMK.
In all political parties there was some feeling of hostility towards
the DMK based on political considerations. That sentiment was
quite different from my principled and determined opposition to the
DMK. Even the Congress Party opposed the DMK merely on the
basis of its own nationalistic creed and the political compulsions
that it faced. It did not confront the DMK on an ideological plane.
And the Congress style of opposition to the DMK did not have much
of an impact on the people. The Congress was the ruling party both
in the Centre and in Madras state. Though the DMK "ruled" the
Madras corporation, it functioned as an opposition party at the
Centre and in the state. It simply took over-all the anti-Congress
arguments put forward by other political parties and triumphantly
purveyed them to the people. Under the circumstances, the Congress
Party found it extremely difficult to pin the responsibility for the
corruption in the Jvtadras corporation on the DMK and thus to make
the people aware of the identity of the culprit. To put the matter
a little more bluntly, some Congressmen too, as individuals, were
responsible for corrupt activities in the corporation. The Communist
Party was not afforded such opportunities! There was a lone Commu-
nist in the corporation while another had won his seat with Commu-
nist support. As individuals they had shown themselves to be men
of character and had not come under any suspicion. The Tamil
National Party [the group that had broken away from the DMK]
had more councillors in the corporation than the Communist Party,
Comrade Baladandayutham was the general secretary of the